SCRIPTURE CABINET. 189 


The Guide to Bolimess, doing, ana the Lord be wih thee” 


Chron. xxii. 16.) | ; 


 JSUNE, 1861. | 
| 


7 SCRIPTURE CABINET. 


THE STRENGTH NEEDED. 


THe Saviour said in his discourse with the 
Jews, “I can of mine own self do nothing.” | 
(John v. 30.) Only as he was united with the| “ He cometh unto the disciples and findeth them asleep.” ; 
Father, and the divinity wrought with his hu- | — 4/‘thew xxvi. 40. ; 


manity did he possess any power, great orsmall.| THERE was a time during Napoleon's early 

How much less can fallen man do any thing of Italian campaign, when his little and much ex- | 

his own self; yet we are reluctant to receive and hausted army was in great peril. A superior : 

slow to practise this great truth. The full con- | force threatened to overwhelm it. At this erit- i 

viction of dependence upon divine grace, and its | jcal moment, the vigilant commander visited at 

sincere confession before God, are primary steps | midnight his outposts, and found a wearied sen- , 

in thé attainment of needed strength. tinel asleep. Letting him “sleep on,” he shoul- 

We need this aid at all times, and for every duty | gered his musket and paced his round until the 

+ and trial. We may allow our self-assurance to | soldier awoke. “ My good fellow,” eaid the gen- 
- inerease amidst much prosperity, but nothing can eral, ‘‘ while you sleep at your post, the enemy 
| lessen our dependence. Just here lies the great- may destroy us all. But, eee, 1 have taken your 
est danger. ‘ All is of God,” must ever be in the | place, and no harm has come to us. Be more 
heart as well as upon the lips, or all will be lost. | watchful in future.” By military law the soldier “ 
Through God David had become rich and power- | might have been shot; but, if the story is true, f 
ful, and he turned from the Infinite Source of his | the compassion only of his commander saved | 
power, and said, ‘“* Go, number Israel,” —as if it} him. He was weary, and this was a palliation of 
g were essential to his strength whether they were | his offence. Perhaps nature was utterly exhaust- 
. many or few. In this he sinned, and for it was | ed and irresistibly demanded sleep. If so, he was 
sorely punished. (1 Chron. xxi.) without fault. The disciples in Gethsemane were 
Not only in ordinary duty are we dependent | weary with solicitude and watching, but the 
upon this divine strength, but in times of sore | Saviour’s chiding shows that he, who knew their 
conflict it must be equal to the emergency. We’! frame and pitied their weakness, still saw reason 
must not at such times expect to triumph by mere | to expect at such an houra prayerful wakefulness. 
manly courage, nor by the numbers, good feeling, | Their Master was in trouble. There was a touch- i 


SLEEPING AT THE POST OF DUTY. a 


~ wr 


and ability of our friends. Nor must we expect | ing emphasis in the appeal, ‘* Could you not watch if 

the gracious state previously attained to suffice. | with me?” His suffering humanity called for iT 

The divine power within .us must and will be in- | sympathy and prayer from his disciples. : i 

creased, if we live by faith, as the battle of God| We have remarked that, for the soldier, sleepi- i 

7 with his foes increases in intensity, and we are |, ness at his post, to the peril of the lives of his i. 
thrust by our Captain into the fiercest of the con- ) companions, and to the possible ruin of the cause i 

flict. As our day,so shall our strength be. for which he fought, there might have been a ne- ! 4 

And was this adoption of strength, — this es- ial for the slumbers of the disciples i 


sential strength,—ever denied to any trusting | while their Master was passing through an agoniz- 

_ heart? Think, brother, of the way in which God | ing conflict, there was some palliation. But for 
has led you. Can you not say, ‘* Hitherto hath | those who sleep in their sins, there is only guilti- 
the Lord helped me?” Why then do you shrink | nees. And for the spiritual slumberers at the 
in these times of unexpected and most terrible | post of duty, there is not the slightest excuse. 

' Calamity? There is no limit to the resources of | 1. Because the most weighty responsibilities rest 
the Holy One of Israel. You may do and bear:| upon them.: The interests of their Master'sking- = 
all things through Christ strengthening you. | dom are threatened by deadly and wakeful foes. 
Think how mighty and all-prevailing they have | Each of his disciples is appointed a watchman in i 
been who have lived by faith. ‘‘ Time would fail | Zion. Her keeping is committed to their care, if 
us’? to name even their wonderful endurance and | and if her walls are broken down, and her beau- 
deeds. Gird yourselves, then, beloved, with | tiful temple defiled, and the holy Name by which 
the divine panoply. “Put on strength,” — the | she is called, is dishonored, of them will he re- q 
strength against which the world, the flesh, and | quire it. The disciples have, too, their own sal- ) 
the devil cannot prevail. You will need all the | vation to secure. While they slumber the door 


precious provisions of grace in store for you, and | may be shut. 2. The command is to watch and 
it will be your own fault — may we not say sin?— | pray always, And the implied strength so to do is 


| 
} 
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most fully guaranteed. The Holy Spirit, whois the 
spiritual life of the soul, never slumber nor sleeps. 
The disciple who makes room for him, — whose 
heart is his temple, will no more slumber at the 
post of duty than will the sun pause in his ap- 
pointed course. Since He is given bountifully to 
those who ask in faith, there is no mose necessity 
of slumbering than there is need of perishing 
for ever. 

1. Let Christians, then, watch the tendency of 
their hearts toslumber. It often steals upon the 


> 
THE WHITE STONE AND NEW NAME. 
BY REV. A. C. THOMPSON. 


. “And I willgive hima white stone, and in the stonea 
new name written which no man knoweth, saving he that 
receiveth it.” — Rev. ii. 17. 


To him that overcometh there is pledged not 
only supplies for lasting spiritual refreshment, 
but also a token which is a proof of friendship, 
and of aright to peculiar privileges. . . . .- 
Various ancient customs might be referred to as 


soul unawares. 2. Let them chide each other’s 
slumbering. If you saw a brother sleeping where | 


an explanation here, but the most satisfactory 
appears to be this: Among the usages of hos- 


sleep periled his life, would you not awaken pitality it was the case that when a host anda 
him? If yousee your fellow-Christian inclining | friend contracted friendship for each other, they 


to sleep, it may be a prelude of his spiritual and | 


eternal death. Arouse him. Even if he be angry 
with you, heed it not. He will thank you in the 
end, and you shall save a soul from death. 


TRUST IN GOD SAVES FROM THE FEAR OF MAN. 


would take some small article appropriate to the 
purpose, often a stone, and breaking it in two, 
each would write his name on the piece he held. 
These pieces were then exchanged, and were 
called tessarae hopitales. They were proofs re- 
spectively of private friendship, and to a claim to 
the privileges of hospitality, if preserved and 
presented even by descendants of the parties. 
Christian pilgrim! you call to mind the hour 


“In God I-have put my trust; I will not fear what 
flesh can do unto ine.” — J’salms lvi. 4. 


The inward assurance that infinite strength is 
pledged for our security, saves from the fear of 
finite power. This assurance is given to those 
who * trust in God.”’? This made Moses calm in 
the presence of the angry king of Egypt. It was 
the true source of the sublime courage of Daniel, 


- and of those who shrunk not from the furnace of 


fire. When Peter and his fellow-disciples desired 
to smite with the sword, they immediately after 
fled from the face of their enemies; but soon, 
having put their trust in God, and having thereby 
received the baptism of the Holy Ghost, they 
stood before offended kings, and councils, and 


of your first successful contest with spiritual ene- 
mies, and how the’one who was passing there, 
and who enabled you to overcome, kindly took 
you home with him and gave you such bread as 
you never tasted before. And did he not give 


you a white stone with a new name in it? As 


you look at the precious memento, does not that 
seem a name above every other? And when you 
have since presented yourself from time to time 
at his table, and have shown your token, has he 
not its counterpart, with the name you wrote 
when you subscribed that private compact? Does 


‘not a wayfarer come often to your door and 


knock, and you open the door, and he shows that 
well-known token; and you bid him come in, 


infuriated mobs, without dismay. Having this 


trust in God, we should not “ fear what man can | 


do unto us.” 1. Because man is weak. Man is 
but flesh, and therefore of but little power. | 
There is, indeed, in him no strength except what 


is given or permitted of God. He can in a mo- | 


ment take that strength away, and that too for 
our sake. 2. We should not fear, because what | 
‘man is permitted to do unto us God will sanctify 
to our good. If he shall take our property away, 
God can restore it in kind here, or in the better 
treasures of heaven. If he take our good name, 
God will not therefore blot out our name from 
the Book of Life, but shall confess our name be- 


fore his Father and before the angels. If by man | 


we lose our life, by trust in God we may save it 
unto life eternal. 7 

We exhort, then, to trust in God. Though war 
alarms, the mighty God of battles is our refuge. 
Let us say to him, ‘‘ What time I am afraid I will 
trust in thee.’’ The Christian’s courage has the 
true basis. It is provided against all causes of 
fear in this world, and fitted for the unknown 
revelations of the world to come. 


and he sups with you and you with him? Be 
careful of that treasure; you will one day want 
it still more. It will be your passport at the 
threshold of another world. And when at length 
you come to the marriage supper of the Lamb, 
the Master will draw near, and you must have 
the white stone with the new name upon it 
ready; and if it tallies with the one he holds, he 
will say, ‘“* Welcome, sit down with Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob, in my kingdom, and go no 
more out forever.” 


DRAWER. 


A GOOD START. 


A BROTHER, in communicating his experience 
to us says: ‘*I thank God that between thirty 
and forty years ago, when I began to serve God, 
I received a good start. The itinerant preachers 


by whom I was won to God preached a full salva- 
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tion. They circulated such books as ‘ Hester 
Ann Rogers,’ ‘The Life of Fletcher,’ ‘fie 
Plain Account,’ and ‘The Experience of some 
of Mr. Wesley’s Preachers.’ They evidently 
felt the power of this important doctrine, and 


urged it upon the people from the pulpit and in 


private. My heart became at once interested in 
it; I became a partaker of its influence, and have 
not lost it up to the present time.” 

We happen to know well this aged friend. 
His youth was spent under very irreligious in- 
fluences. His habits became those of an out- 
breaking sinner, and his passions, naturally vio- 
lent, became uncontrollable. In this condition 
the mercy of God found him, and from all these 
evils the grace of God has kept him for nearly 
forty years in unwavering fidelity. He attributes 


his steadfastness to this early experience of per- 


fect love, or, as he expresses it, ‘‘ to a good start.”’ 
Wesley somewhere remarks, that young converts 
should be taught to enter at once upon their 
privilege of full salvation. When this is not 
done, he says declensions and utter loss of piety 
become frequent. Let us then, beloved, urge 
upon all our converts this duty and privilege. 
They are not preoccupied, as are many older pro- 
fessors, with objections to it. The Spirit now 
heipeth them mightily. His voice is ever for a 
full plunge in the fountafp that cleanseth. To 
the leprous soul coming to be healed he says, 
“Dip séven times. and be clean.” A perfect 
plunge and an entire cleansing is the “ good 
start’ forthe young convert. 


A NOTE FROM AN INVALID. 


BRETHREN: Although not personally 
known to you, yet you seem to be an old friend, 
haying become acquainted with you through 
reading the Guide, which a kind friend (Mrs. 
Lankford) has furnished me with for eight 
years... 

I am an invalid, have been so for some time; 
it is six years since I have been permitted to go 
With the multitude to keep holy day, and four of 
that time I have been confined to my bed alto- 
gether; and during that time the Guide has been 
doubly precious. I long each time for it to come, 
that I may be refreshed by its purity and. truth. 
Twelve years ago, next month, I was enabled 
through grace, and the instrumentality of the 
dear sister named above, to accept Jesus as my 


- Saviour from a!l sin; ‘and, blessed be God, since 


that time I have been enabled to trust and not be 
afraid, for 1 know that he is well able to keep 
that which I have committed to his care to the 
day of his coming, and through grace I can say 
the evidence is still clear, ‘‘He from sin doth 
savé me now, and he will save me evermore.” 
Piaying that you may ever be strengthened 
aud encouraged in your work and Jabor of love, 


I remain 
Yours respectfully, B. 


THE PEARL FOUND AT LAST. - 


A brother writes that after many years’ Chris- 
tian experience short of the prize of perfect love, 
he finds it at last : — 

“About a year ago my attention was called 
more particularly to this subject by the faithful 


preaching of our pastor, whose arguments found- ° 


ed on analogy and the Word of God completely 
overcame my doubts, and convinced me it was 
my duty to be holy now. 

“ ] immediately sought for it, and found such a 
world of corruption in my heart as astonished 
me. 

‘I found pride so strong as almost to forbid. 
my confession of my condition; but I did con- 
fess, and, according to God’s word, did find 
mercy. 

‘“Oh, since then, in what a new light appeared 
the teachings of the blessed Word of God! how 
sweet were his promises, how lovely his charac- 
ter, how plain the way of duty, how delightful 
the path of his commandments ! with what ease 
did I triumph over every besetting sin, how 
clearly did I see through the artifices of Satan! 
Oh, how substantial is the promise, ** My grace is 
sufficient for thee.’’ Since then, how steady has 
been my advancement; how does the name of 
Jesus, by whom this great change has been 
wrought, increase in sweetness day by day. 

‘‘ And now I am determined not to rest short of 
a full comprehension of the breadth, and length, 
and depth,’and height, and knewledge of the 
love of Christ which passeth knowledge, and the 
being filled with all the fullness of God.” — 


THE JUNIOR EDITOR. 


Br. Gorham has made arrangements to travel 
extensively, and to devote his whole time in 
special reference to extending the experience of 
perfect love, and to the circulation of the Guide. 
We invite for him the hearty co-operation of our 
friends. Those who may wish to enter into any 
special arrangement to aid him in his agency for 
the Guide, will please communicate with us at 
this oflice. 


REVIVALS. 
While a dark cloud has been hanging over the 


political sky of our beloved country, God in 


mercy has given us,.in various sections, gracious 
outpourings of the. Spirit. We judge, from a 
somewhat careful examination of our exchanges, 
which represent all parts of the country, and 
evefy evangelical denomination, that more souls 
have been converted during the last four months 
than during an equal time since the great awak- 
ening of ‘87 a 88. News from abroad is 
equally cheering. Dr. and Mrs. Palmer labor 
still in England, with unabated success. It is 
estimated, on reliable data, that during the last 
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two years, from eighty thousand to ninety thou- 
sand people have been received as members to the 
various orthodox churches of Wales. Recent 
accounts from Jamaica speak of a powerful work 
of grace there. May the unceasing prayer of the 
church be, O Lord, let thy kingdom come, and 
thy will be done on earth as in heaven. 


CHILDREN’S CORNER. 


THE BIBLE IN OLDEN TIMES. 


‘*Why, Fanny, here is your precious little Bible 
lying open on the floor, and some of the leaves 
are doubled down and soiled. My little girl must 
be more careful.” 

* O mother, I dropped it when I ran out to see 
that organ-grinder. [am so sorry the leaves got 
crumpled,” she said, smoothing them out. with 
her little fat hand. *' Now I will sit down, and 
learn my Sabbath-school lesson directly.” 

** If Bibles were as few and scarce as they were 


only a few hundred years ago, we should be| 
much more careful of them. No little girls had: 


Bibles then, nor little girls’ mothers, either.” . 
“ Why not, mother? Were they too poor to 


buy them?” 


“Yes, my dear, and Bibles were too high- 
priced. It would have taken all the wages of 
a laboring man for fifteen years to buy one, leay- 
ing him nothing for food and clothing. Only 
the very richest people could afford to own one; 
and when a present of one was made toa church, 
it was such a great occasion, that many witnesses 
were called together, and the highest honors paid 
to the one who gave it. Perhaps the only Bible 
in a large town would be the one at thechurch; 
and that was always kept carefully chained to 
the great stone pillars. Only on church days 
could the poor people hear it read to them, and 
learn the way to heaven. Oh, how eagerly they 
crowded around the minister, and how closely 
they listened, that they might not lose a single 
word! Then they thought of it and talked it 


_ over among themselves, until Iam not sure but 


many were more familiar with the Holy Book 
than most of those in our day who have the book 
in their own possession.” | 

‘‘It seems straigé that Bibles should be 
scarce. They are so plenty with us.”’ 

‘The art of printing was not known then, and 
all books had to be written out with a pen. 
Think what a long time it would take to write 
out the whole Bible, as carefully as it was re- 
quired. There must not be a single point or 
letter wrong in it, nora single wrd crossed out.” 

'“ How it would surprise any one who lived in 
those days,’’ said Fanny, ‘‘ to come back to this 
world, and go all through the ‘ Bible House,’ as 


we did last summer, and see such great rooms 
filled with piles upon piles of beautiful Bibles! ” 

We can never be thankful enough, my dear, 
that the Bible is placed within the reach of al- 
most every onenow. But we must also remem- 
ber that our responsibility to read and study it 
is also greatly increased.” 

Sunday Sch. Banner. 


CHILD’S HYMN. | 
“Tam thine, save me."— Psalms xcix. 4. 


DEAR Saviour, when my lips were sealed 
In silence of mute infancy, 
And only cries my wants revealed, 
My parents gave me up to thee. 
Thus I am thine; save me, I pray. 


And when in childhood’s early dawn, 
My life was opening like a flower, 
Their prayers for me were heavenward borne 
With holy, consecrating power. 
Lord, I am thine; save me, I pray. 


And now, that from thy Holy Word 
I learn thy goodness and thy love, 
I do desire to love thee, Lord. 
Oh! draw my heart to thee, above, 
And keep me thine; save me, I pray. 


While still this promise is for me, 
That they who early seek shall find, 
I do yield up my all to thee,— 
Myself in thy sweet service bind; 
For ever thine; save me, I pray. 
Tract Journ. 


‘BOOK NOTICES. 


Daisy Deane. By C. E. K., AUTHOR OF 
‘“ GRACE HALE,” ‘‘OuR FATHER’S HOUSE,” 
ETC. Boston. Henry Hoyt, 9 Cornhill. 


The story of little Daisy is told in a style 
characterized by good taste and simplicity. It is 
full of evangelical truth, presented in a form to 
deeply interest and impress the mind. It cannot 
fail to be very popular with the young people, 
and, what is still better, quite profitable. 


THE DRUNKARD’S DAUGHTER, by the author of 
‘Capt. Russell,” Watchword,” etc., is from 
the same publishing house. 


Those who have read ‘‘ Capt. Russell’s Watch- 
word,” etc., will need no further recommenda- 
tion than to know that this new volume is from 
the same gifted pen. We know of some young 
folks who have been inquiring, for some time, for 
more books like that popular work, and they, as 
well as others of like taste — and we presume they 
are many — may now be gratified. We think it 
will be considered equal to any of its prede- 
cessors. 
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